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Inauguration 2019

A vision for the future
Amid flags and pageantry, smiles and dancing, the Linfield College community officially
welcomed Dr. Miles K. Davis as the 20th president in college history March 4-8. The inauguration
ceremony itself capped a week celebrating Linfield and its commitment to “Global thinking, local
engagement.” Events included student poster presentations, a lecture at the Linfield-Good
Samaritan School of Nursing, faculty talks, receptions in Portland and McMinnville, and more.

T

he inauguration ceremony, the formal installation of

Church Choir and the Linfield College Concert Choir. Speakers

the president, served as the culmination. A proces-

offered messages of hope and encouragement, and members

sional led by the Linfield marching band and students

of various Linfield groups delivered charges to the president.

carrying flags from around the world featured delegates from

Revisit the week’s activities in the following pages.

higher education institutions across the country. Exuberant

And explore a collection of social media posts, including a

music was performed by the Vancouver Avenue First Baptist

video recap and the inauguration ceremony live stream.

linfield.edu/wakelet

McMinnville Mayor Scott Hill congratulates President Davis after proclaiming March 8, 2019, to be Miles K. Davis Day. “Our charge to you is to continue to build that strong
partnership between Linfield and McMinnville,” Hill said.
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I

t weighs a mere 8 ounces. But when the presidential

Collectively, Davis says, the Linfield community must

medallion was placed around the shoulders of Miles K.

“think anew and act anew.”

Davis during his inauguration ceremony March 8, its
heft felt like so much more.

“The world needs the kind

“I felt the full weight of the office I hold,” recalls Davis,

who was installed as Linfield’s 20th president.
But, he continues, “I also felt the uplift from all those

of people who are educat-

who wore the medallion before me and the symbolism of
what it means to wear the presidential medallion.”

ed at Linfield College. The

Ten months into his tenure, Davis has a definite vision
for Linfield’s future, built around a theme he calls “One

kind of education that

Linfield.” The vision involves becoming a forward-thinking
institution that serves 2,000 traditional undergraduate
students in McMinnville and another 2,000 students online,
in graduate programs or at the expanding Portland campus.
It’s an ambitious and complicated plan that will take years

is rooted in inquiry and
curiosity.”

to develop.

– President Miles K. Davis

In the meantime, Davis has worked since his arrival
last summer to break down old silos and unite the Linfield
community, both on campus and off, as it charts a new path.
Davis insists that staying on that path requires three immedi-

The internationalist

ate things – sustainable financial footing, higher visibility and
Miles Davis brought the world along with him when

a period of enrollment growth after three years of decreases.

he came to Linfield.

It’s not a one-person job. Davis regularly encourages

Davis, a self-described internationalist, has visited

everyone he meets with to talk about Linfield, attend

more than 165 countries.

college events, contribute financially and help recruit

“There are countries that have influenced my perspec-

prospective students.

tive in different and profound ways,” he says of countries

“We all need to work together to make these things
happen,” he adds, inviting alumni, friends, employees and

such as Ghana, Spain and Jordan. “It’s important to

others to the task. “The college needs you. We need your

take those international experiences and act on them in

perspective and students need to hear how Linfield shaped

a local context.”
For example, his perspective on the immigrant ex-

you. The value of a Linfield degree increases as Linfield

perience was shaped in part by an eight-month sabbatical

becomes stronger.”

in Spain while he was on the business faculty at Shenan-

Part of Davis’ vision is to continue to offer a “big school

doah University.

experience” in an intimate setting. That includes access to

“I dealt with all the things immigrants deal with,”

personalized opportunities often unavailable at larger uni-

he says.

versities – undergraduate student-faculty research, top-tier

He also spent time in Jordan and Saudi Arabia.

internships and deep relationships with faculty and staff.
“I want Linfield to be an institution recognized for think-

The food and taste of Thailand. The fashion and style
of France. The beauty of Italy. The welcome of Peru.

ing, reasoning and problem solving,” he says.

“Every country I’ve been in has touched me in some

His vision also includes Linfield as an institution that

way,” he says. “It all becomes a part of you.”

respects and honors diversity across multiple dimensions,

– Laura Davis

and welcomes all ideas.

Miles K. Davis forges alliances and values teamwork, in constant pursuit of excellence, said Phylicia Rashad, award-winning performance artist, during the keynote address.
“Even as I congratulate him, I commend you on your choice of leadership,” she said.
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“Linfield has always been a great place, but I know it’s going
to be better. Dr. Davis is tenacious yet kind, and has taken
the first steps to make Linfield into a community that recognizes the world outside our bubble.”
– Isis Hatcher ’21, International Relations and Japanese Studies double major

Symbols of the inauguration
The mace

The medallion
The mace symbolizes the au-

The insignia of the office of the

thority of the faculty in academic

President of Linfield College is

matters and the practice of

a large medallion, suspended

shared governance within the

on a chain. A college medallion

college. It was carried into the

has been worn by the presi-

inauguration ceremony by John

dent at ceremonial occasions

Syring, professor of biology and

since 1970.

chair of the Faculty Executive
Council. It was created by the late Professor Nils Lou of
the Department of Art. The head is cast bronze depicting a
hand balancing a Mobius strip, “Reaching for Excellence.”

Academic regalia

The staff is stained oak.

Today’s academic regalia had
its origins in ecclesiastical
dress, with gowns worn for
warmth in unheated buildings

The flags

used by medieval scholars. The
In addition to the flags

bachelor’s gown is black and

representing the United States

has long pointed sleeves. The

and the state of Oregon, the

master’s gown is also black

processional featured inter-

with oblong sleeves. The doctor’s gown may be the

national and study abroad

official color of the institution which granted the degree

students carrying the flags of

with three velvet bars stitched on bell-shaped sleeves.

their respective countries.

Rather than wear the customary gown and hood of
The George Washington University, where he received his
Ph.D. in organizational behavior and management, President Davis wore a custom Linfield College gown and hood
for inauguration.
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“My charge to you is do what is right for
the students.”
– Bryon Grigsby
President, Moravian College

“Champion an atmosphere of collegiality,
trust and cordiality among all constituents
of the college.”
– John Syring
Chair, Faculty Executive Council
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“We charge you to honor Linfield’s past,
develop and grow Linfield’s present and
help chart a course for the future that
expands possibilities for students and
alumni alike.”
– Kristen (Teel) Taylor ’98
Chair, Alumni Leadership Council

“We charge you to uphold the mission
of Linfield as a liberal arts institution
and continue to value the student
experience.”
– Kainoa Cuttitta ’19
President, Associated Students of Linfield College

“I would remind you of the words of Jesus to
his disciples. ʻBut he who is greatest among
you shall be your servant. And whoever
exalts himself will be humbled. And he who
humbles himself will be exalted.ʼ”
– Rev. Steve Bils, executive minister
American Baptist Churches of the Central Pacific Coast
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